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1911 The statutes of California contain but two measures governing the Commissioner of Horticulture, namely,
the act of 1899, popularly known as the Stale Quarantine Law, and the act establishing the present State
Commission of Horticulture, enacted in 1903. and amended finally June 26, 1911. The objects of the quarantine
clauses of both these laws are to prevent the introduction of harmful insects and plant diseases into the State,
to provide methods of eradication should they secure a foothold, and to authorize certain agencies to adopt
rules and regulations for the enforcement of the quarantine provisions. There seem to be conflicting clauses in
these two acts, and their phraseology taken together is somewhat confusing. The act of 1899, for example,
provides in section 4 that Any trees, shrubs. found infested with any species of injurious insects not existing in
the orchards, vineyards, gardens or farms of California shall be immediately sent out of the State or destroyed
at the option of the owner. The act of 1911, known as the State Commission Law, makes no distinction in the
methods of handling infestations new to the State, as against insects brought over the border of species already
established in the State. However, as there is nothing in the latter act preventing the immediate reshipment or
destruction of new infestations authorized by the former, the provisions of the older act should prevail in cases
of that character and no disinfection be given to foreign pests, except such as is necessary to lessen the danger
while the quarantined articles are retraversing the State on their way out. The act of...
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