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A magnum opus of this description has a great advantage over
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, in that it is all on one subject,
while in the Encyclopaedia the enchanted reader is constantly
vexed by being wrenched here and there from one subject to
another. The dream of Casper Neumann was to write on
through eternity on the one subject with the same circle of
readers patiently following him in s cula s culorum. To writers
of this class the history of medicine offered a field of
satisfactory vastness, and presently, through the sombre
penumbra cast by the subject into the limitless spaces of
oblivion, a gloomy constellation of German literary men began
to heavily move in slow circles. A Little work on the history of
medicine had, it is true, already been published in England by
Dr. Freind, who, it will be remembered was the same Freind
who was imprisoned by Walpole for making...
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