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When for the first time an Old World traveler is permitted to behold an American landscape in Autumn, he is
transported at the array of gorgeous hues of which he had formed no conception. Nowhere does Nature take
on a brighter livery than in the vicinity of the Shawangunk; and there needs but the rendering of its history into
story by a Scott or a Cooper to immortalize the locality. Here, beneath the effulgent rays of the October sun,
there burns, not one bush, but thousands, as with fire, yet are not consumed; and here the maple, the sumac,
the Virginia creeper, and the expanses of golden-rod and purple asters flood the forests and fields with their
matchless coloring. It requires no great effort of the fancy to picture the bark canoes of the aboriginals still
plying upon the bosoms of the many romantic lakes, or swiftly coursing along the beautiful streams that, like
sinuous bands of silver, wind among the verdant meadows. One would be pardoned for being deceived into the
belief that the smoke from an embowered cottage arose from the embers of an Indian wigwam; and the
traveler half expects to meet troops of goblin warriors, as in the Moorish legend, painted and equipped for
battle, silently threading the forest over the Indian trails yet clearly traceable through the mountain fastnesses.
Does the reader desire details of the more tragic sort? Then lend your attention while...
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