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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIIl THE LIFE OF ST. CUTHBERT Stories of miracle--
Many of these stories not miraculous--Melrose and Boisil--Alchfrith and Ripon--Prior of Melrose--Abbat of
Lindisfarne--His rule there--Retirement to a small island-- Bishop of Lindisfarne--At Carlisle--His death and
burial--Relics of St. Cuthbert--Coffin--Pectoral cross--Portable altar--Robes. BEDE S Life of St. Cuthbert was
undertaken at the request of the bishop and monks of Lindisfarne. We have already seen the extreme care
which he took to make it accurate. The story is full of miracles from beginning to end, and each miracle comes
down to us with the solemn attestation of those who knew Cuthbert well, and had lived under his personal rule.
Thus there can be no doubt that in that age the frequent occurrence of miracles was accepted as an
incontestable fact. Bede s own feeling in the matter seems to have been that it was, perhaps, as well to give his
authority for any miraculous story he related; but, beyond that, there is no appearance of an expectation on his
part that his accounts of miracles would be disbelieved. Even when he describes in a circumstantial manner the
steps he took to secure perfect accuracy in his Life of St. Cuthbert, he does not in the most remote way suggest
that without such explanations of his method of procedure his account might be doubted because of the
miracles it contained. And in his Ecclesiastical History, the latter part of which contains many miraculous
stories, there is...
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