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who have been sent to the world at intervals through all the ages. Had he lived in the twelfth or thirteenth
century of our era he would no doubt have been canonised. This rough, uncouth, illiterate Siberian peasant,
who had been convicted of horse-stealing, and of immorality, who had served years of imprisonment in the
gaol at Tobolsk, and who had only a month before we met been flung out of a monastery in Odessa and kicked
half to death by its inmates as a fraud, had actually become the most popular person in Petrograd. As one
level-headed and educated | had always had my doubts concerning all holy wanderers who meander across
the steppes collecting alms. Knowing much of the evil life lived in our Russian monasteries and convents, and
the warm welcome given to every charlatan who grows his beard, forgets to wash, lifts his eyes heavenwards,
and begs, | had, | confess at the outset, but little faith in this new star in Holy Russia s firmament now introduced
to me by His Excellency the Minister of War.
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