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Katrina, 2005. Excerpt: . . . 11 losses by Hurricane Andrew and
damaged homes and power lines, making our streets
impassable. We remain severely impacted by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. We have sharp increases in enrollment of
students into the pub-lic and private child care centers, Head
Start, schools, colleges, and universities throughout Baton
Rouge. Our education officials have worked around the clock
to get children back in school as quickly as possible. Our city-
parish is also experiencing increases in requests for eco-nomic
assistance through our Division of Human Development and
Services. This office is working to assist families, process emer-
gency unemployment claims, and recruit workers for FEMA to
as-sist with the needs assessments of hurricane survivors. One
of the most obvious impacts of the displacement of people
from New Orleans and South Louisiana to Baton Rouge has
been our increase in traffic. We estimate more than 250, 000
additional people in Baton Rouge based on formulas for traffic
counts that have shown a 35-to 40-percent increase in traffic
on our streets, causing frequent gridlock...
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