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Merchant shipping is now the universal interest of mankind. Every nation, great or small, is alert to the vital
bearing of ships upon its future prosperity. After three months spent in the midst of the great events connected
with the termination of the war and the solidification of peace, | deem it an immediate duty to lay before my
colleagues of the United States Shipping Board a report upon the data accumulated by my conferences and
investigations. The war has brought us into a high place as a maritime power. | find the peoples of the world
aroused to an intense interest and concern as to the use we are to make of this power, now that peace is
returned. My observations in Europe compel optimism. In America, you have heard much about British
competition. In Great Britain | heard a great deal more about American competition. The expressions of British
publicists, newspapers and officials which came to my attention provided no grounds for alarm about the
future of our shipping. The lesson | learned from the British was not to concentrate too much upon the strength
of the competition we must meet. For more than a generation, we have heard British seamanship and British
ship-operating ability lauded. We have shared this admiration. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in...
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